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April 14, 1998
POET, ESSAYIST SHARES MEDITATIONS ON ‘EARTH S MIND’ 
MISSOULA—
A poet and essayist who has spent years exploring American Indian beliefs about the 
natural world will share the fruits of his search in a lecture Friday, April 24, at The University 
of Montana’s Center for the Rocky Mountain West.
Roger Dunsmore, a UM liberal studies professor emeritus, will read from and discuss 
his latest book, “Earth’s Mind: Essays in Native Literature.” His free, public program will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. in the first-floor meeting room at the Old Milwaukee Station.
Dunsmore’s 13 essays reflect his broad experience as a poet, teacher, and student of 
native literature. The collection, published in 1997, charts a 17-year journey toward 
understanding how Indians perceive humankind’s relationship to the environment. In his 
introduction to the book, Dunsmore writes that the essays are a “path in the development of the 
idea ... that ‘mind’ is much more than the human brain.” The essays explore ramifications of 
that, including the idea that the soundest minds understand the ways in which their own minds 
are linked with the mind of earth.
Dunsmore also has published two volumes of poems, “On the Road to Sleeping Child 
Hotsprings” and “Bloodhouse.”
During his 25 years on the UM faculty, Dunsmore taught courses about the
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environment, the humanities and Native American literature. He also has taught English 
literature and composition at Shanghai International Studies University in China as a 
participant in UM’s international exchange program.
He holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology and a master’s in English literature from 
Pennsylvania State University. He received a Master of Fine Arts degree in creative writing 
from UM in 1971.
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